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PRINCIPAL News & Announcements 
 

 
Dear Parents: 
 
WE MADE IT!  The summer is upon us!  I would like to personally thank all of the St. Benedict Community 
for making this the greatest year of my professional life.  I have been surrounded by skilled, passionate 
educators…caring and generous families…and, most importantly, the most wonderful student body I have 
ever encountered.  Your overall commitment to St. Benedict School, and to Catholic Education must be 
commended.  Words cannot express my gratitude.   
 
Field Day was an overwhelming success.  There were too many smiles to count.  Thank you to Mrs. Tag  
for all of her hard work in organizing this event!  The seventh graders did a tremendous job helping at the 
games and making the day a great experience for all of our families.  This event would not run without the 
assistance of our parent volunteers.  Your selflessness must be recognized and is the backbone to St. 
Benedict School.  I also learned that forty minutes in the dunk tank is not the best idea if you are the 
Principal of the school…for some reason students like to see me cold and uncomfortable? 
 
Congratulations to all of our Kindergarten Graduates!  My entire professional career has been spent in 
High Schools, but meeting our youngest learners has rejuvenated me.  Thank you to Mrs. Guido and Mrs. 
Mackin for their hard work in preparing our students for first grade. 

 



 

 
 
This week we elected our new Student Council for the 
2019-2020 school year.  There were some VERY tight races, 
but our students spoke and elected the following 
representatives: 
 
President: Hailey Oswick 
Vice President: Julia Loniewski 
Treasurer: Katie Grace Crowe 
Secretary: Isabella Merrifield 
Commissioner of Spirituality: Allison McAteer 
 
These young ladies are going to do amazing things and 
change the culture of St. Benedict School.   
 
Our recent graduates celebrated their graduation with a fun-filled 8th Grade Dance at Piazza Di Roma. 
They celebrated their time at SBS and their futures at the various High Schools in the area.  Thank you to 
Mrs. Trish Hickman and Mrs. Pat Sargent for your love, commitment, and unwavering support of our 
graduates. 
   

 
 
When I personally reflect on this year it is summed up with an event that occurred this very week.  SBS ran 
a fundraiser for one of our families to benefit Twin-to-Twin Transfusion Syndrome.  The school raised 
$563.28.  I was lucky to present the money to Mrs. Lisa Zahakos.  Thank you all for your support. 
 
Mrs. Zahakos was overwhelmed, and frankly, in tears about the outpouring of generosity displayed by our 
community.  She gave me a hug and I immediately knew I was in a truly special place.  Communities like 
SBS are unique and amazing. 
 
This year was a tremendous success.  I have learned so much and hopefully made a positive impact on 
your children.  I would like to thank all of the families for welcoming me into your community and allowing 

 



 

me to accept a leadership role.  Mrs. Jeannine Susi deserves recognition for constant love for SBS; we will 
miss you! 
 
I would like to thank Fr. Garry Koch for being a friend and mentor and providing me this life changing 
opportunity.  To Fr. JM for being an example, and ultimate friend.  Thank you to the PTA, Mrs. Fran Sullivan 
and Christine Febo, you are amazing!  Trish Hillers for your dedication to the SBS Athletic Program, your 
passion has not gone unnoticed.   
 
To GRACE and ARTS ASSOCIATION, your work is inspiring and amazing.  Thanks for all you do! 
 
We are blessed with a combination of truly talented educators.  Personally, I need to recognize some 
important people within the school that went above and beyond in helping me this year.   
 
Christine Keeling for showing me the ropes.  She is an amazing Vice Principal.  You are my right hand man 
and friend. 
 
Noreen Potterton, thank you for being the “watch dog” and for keeping everyone in line.  Friendship like 
yours is appreciated.   I know I can always rely on you. 
 
Monica Hunri and Pat Tobino: You are the kindest women I know.  You have made this year easy.  I’m very 
lucky to work with you everyday. 
 
Lori Ulrich: I think you have the most important job in the entire school.  You are my confidant and friend. 
 
Anita Magnan: Thank you for commitment to Technology and moving SBS to the future. You have done 
amazing things. 
 
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! 
 
Kevin Donahue 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

 
AMAZON WISH LIST 
Our Amazon teacher wish list is officially up on Amazon Smile! 
Please check it out and help our teachers stock up for the new 
school year! 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share 
 

● 2019 SUMMER READING LIST CLICK HERE 
The reading list can also be found on the Parent/FYI page. 

● VIRTUS RE-TRAINING CLASS - Anyone who has previously been trained in the years from 
2004-2014 must attend retraining by June 30, 2019. 
There is one last class at St. Benedict School on Thursday, June 20 at 6:00 pm! 

 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/KK6784K9TB49?ref_=wl_share
https://d2wldr9tsuuj1b.cloudfront.net/14952/documents/2019/6/2019%20Summer%20Reading%20List%20-%20Sheet1%204.pdf


 

Please go online to www.Virtus.org to register for the class.  (NOTE: the Re-Training Class is only 
1 hour, the full class is 2.5 hours)  Thank you to all who have attended so far.  Your cooperation is 
greatly appreciated.   

● GENESIS PARENT ACCESS - Parent Access will re-open on the last day of school. 
● SCRIP CARD REMINDER 

SCRIP cards will be available all Summer long.  You can stop by the Parish Office between the 
hours of 9:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday and have your orders filled while you wait.  You 
can also call or email Lorrie McGee with your order ahead of time or to see if the cards you want 
are in stock. You can reach her at 732-264-4712 ext. 37 or email her at mcgee@stbenedictnj.org.  

Class News 
 

KINDERGARTEN - CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FUTURE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2027! 

 
 

PREK - CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FUTURE GRADUATING CLASS OF 2028! 

 
 

CLASS OF 2020 

 

 

http://www.virtus.org/
mailto:mcgee@stbenedictnj.org


 

 
 

DAY OF SERVICE PRESENTATION - TUESDAY, JUNE 11 
The Diocese of Trenton Day of Service presentation to Jersey Shore University Center occurred on 
Tuesday, June 11.  The final numbers were amazing – approximately 12,000 toys collected and $14,800 in 
gift cards collected for sick children in hospitals!  Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Parent Associations and Club News 
 

GRACE 
Thanks so much to everyone who volunteered and donated to the clothing 
drive last weekend.  Parents and parishioners who donated were most 
generous and your contribution helps support GRACE’s mission of 
providing parents and teachers with the information and resources to help 
all children learn, and foster a culture of unity and inclusion of all students 
in the SBS community, so all siblings can attend SBS together. 
 
Graduation annually means change and heading into next school year. 
GRACE is very much in need of new board members and volunteers so we 
can continue to provide services to our children.  Please consider attending 
our next meeting in September, and volunteering to support GRACE. 

 
PTA 
Wow!  The 2018/2019 school year went by so quickly.  The PTA board 
would like to thank anyone who donated time, money or services to any of 
our PTA events this year.  Because of your help, we were able to 
accomplish so much.  Some of our highlights are purchasing a new 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
Looking for summer 
camps? 
 
SUMMER CAMPS AT SBS 
 
Drama Camps 
ONLINE REGISTRATION 
LINKS: 
https://stbenedictholmdel.c
hurchgiving.com/SummerDr
amaCamps 

 
STEM Camps 
https://stbenedictholmdel.c
hurchgiving.com/StemAcad
emy-SummerCamp 

 

https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/SummerDramaCamps
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/SummerDramaCamps
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/SummerDramaCamps
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/StemAcademy-SummerCamp
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/StemAcademy-SummerCamp
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/StemAcademy-SummerCamp


 

refrigerator for the teachers lounge, hosting the “New Family” dinner, trunk 
or treat, the weather assembly for all students, new basketball hoops for 
the gym, special persons lunch, teacher appreciation week gift cards and 
luncheon, Veterans Day pinwheels, ice cream social for the 8th graders, 
$2,000 in scholarships awarded, and free ice cream for all students on 
Tuesday, June 11.  Let’s not forget about all of the amazing things you 
donated during our advent season.  We were able to donate $2,562.50 to 
St. Vincent de Paul food pantry and $2,562.50 to the RAINE Foundation. 
We also made and donated over 400 blessing bags to the Blessing Bag 
Brigade for the homeless.  This year we brought back the book fair which 
allowed us to donate $3,500 in books and merchandise to the teachers. 
We can’t thank you enough for everything you donate to our events 
throughout the year.  None of the things we do is possible without your help 
and for this we truly appreciate everything.  We want to give a special thank 
you to Linda Armstrong and Erika Falzone for all of their hard work on the 
PTA Board.  Unfortunately their time has come to an end, but we would like 
to welcome all of our new board members to the team.  Our new board for 
next year is: 
 
Co-Presidents: Fran Sullivan & Christine Febo 
Vice President: Tracey Boone 
Recording Secretary: Beata Tarniowy 
Corresponding Secretary: Lisa Catena 
Treasurer: Jennifer Rodriguez  
Special Events: Carissa Marshall 
Hospitality: Sharon Moyer & Marisa Campasano  
 
We wish you a safe and happy summer and look forward to the 2019/2020 
school year! 
 

SPORTS 
 

 
REMINDER: FALL SPORTS REGISTRATION IS STILL OPEN! 
Fall Sports Registration is still open online at: 
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/SportsRegistration   
 
Registration will stay open!  PLEASE encourage your friends to come out 
and play! 
 
Reminders: 
CURRENT SECOND GRADERS: PLEASE REGISTER NOW FOR FALL CROSS 
COUNTRY AND WINTER CHEER!:  

● Soccer: Grades 6-8 - SPOTS OPEN FOR BOYS AND GIRLS TEAMS! 

 
Liverpool Soccer Summer 
Camps at St. Benedict 
School - Learn more and 
register here.  
 
VBS: Vacation Bible School 
Registration 
VBS will take place three 
days this summer:  
July 1, 2, and 3 from 9:00 
am-1:00 pm. All children 
entering Kindergarten 
through 5th grade for the 
2019-2020 school year are 
welcome.  Campers will 
enjoy fun Bible stories, 
games, recreation, crafts, 
music and skits all with a 
fun new theme!  
 
Click here for online 
registration and 
information. 
 
NOTE:  
All Club flyers are in the 
weekly packet or respective 
Club pages on the website. 
 

 

https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/SportsRegistration
https://www.liverpoolfcamerica-nj.com/page/show/4449045-camps?fbclid=IwAR12nY5RO5cnVNfAMguydh5Dub2lH9m0qPkUBw-7oommUO6bnVvY1oyQzcA
https://parish.stbenedictholmdel.org/vbs


 

● Cross Country: Grades 3-8 
● Cheer: Grades 3-8 (JJV Grades 3-4, JV Grades 5-6, Varsity Grades 

7-8) 
 
Questions? Please contact: 
Trish Hillers, Athletics Director at athletics@stbenedictnj.org 

CAMPS
 

● Summer Camp registration is now open: 
Drama Camp for Grades 1 through 12 led by Mrs. Treglia and Ms. Reddan, click to learn more and 
register here. 
STEM Camp for Grades 1 through 8 led by Mr. Isaacs, click to learn more and register here. 
 
ONLINE REGISTRATION LINKS ARE NOW LIVE AT: 
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/SummerDramaCamps 
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/StemAcademy-SummerCamp 

 
● Liverpool Soccer Summer Camps at St. Benedict 

School - Learn more and register here.  
 

● VBS: Vacation Bible School Registration 
VBS will take place three days this summer:  
July 1, 2, and 3 from 9:00 am-1:00 pm. All children 
entering Kindergarten through 5th grade for the 
2019-2020 school year are welcome.  Campers will 
enjoy fun Bible stories, games, recreation, crafts, 
music and skits all with a fun new theme!  
Click Here for online registration and information. 

Reminders
 

● CALENDAR -  is located on the website in the main navigation tab titled “Calendar” or bookmark 
the page here: https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/calendar-1 

● SCHOOL FACEBOOK - Facebook page for St. Benedict School is: 
https://www.facebook.com/SBSprincipal/ 

Weekly Packet 
 

Please see the link below to access all of the newsletter attachments for the week. 
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi 

 
 

 

 

mailto:athletics@stbenedictnj.org
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/dramacamp
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/stemcamp
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/SummerDramaCamps
https://stbenedictholmdel.churchgiving.com/StemAcademy-SummerCamp
https://www.liverpoolfcamerica-nj.com/page/show/4449045-camps?fbclid=IwAR12nY5RO5cnVNfAMguydh5Dub2lH9m0qPkUBw-7oommUO6bnVvY1oyQzcA
https://parish.stbenedictholmdel.org/vbs
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/calendar-1
https://www.facebook.com/SBSprincipal/
https://school.stbenedictholmdel.org/fyi

